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Toronto Globe the most powerful instrument for championing
federation and western expansion. Pember Reeves remarked
in 1898 that in New Zealand there was a newspaper of some
description for every 1,500 inhabitants, and in these publica-
tions the breath of life was politics.6 Typical of the intense
zeal among the colonists for an organ of opinion was the
printing of the first newspaper in South Australia in a mud
hut while the foundations of the colony were still scarcely
laid. The Labour party has not usually received the backing
of the commercial newspapers, but from the days of William
Lane the trade unions have subsidized a Labour press.
The extensive changes which have taken place in the
press throughout the western world, especially in America
and Britain, have inevitably affected it in the Dominions.
Here also the papers are reduced in number through amalga-
mations, a pronounced consolidation of their ownership in
fewer hands takes place, great urban journals circulate
in country and town, and chains of newspapers arise. In
Australia especially, owing to the remarkable urbanization
of the population, such a continental chain as the Murdoch
papers holds a dominant place. With this rapid advance of
commercialism and finance in the press, its concern with
political discussion and political opinion has lessened, while
its absorption in the diverse and non-political interests of
the populace has become pronounced. Its stake in the
returns from advertising profoundly influences its policy.
On the whole the days now seem remote when the Examiner
of Francis Hincks might present the cogent opinion of an
individual public man or small group of men who wrere pre-
pared to battle for their views, or when a single organ of
emphatic opinion, such as David Syme's Melbourne Age,
could sway political thinking. The opportunity to debate
public issues has changed in character, and is doubtless
narrowed. Despite the growth of amalgamations, there are
no national dailies in the strict English sense. The territorial
size of the Dominions makes the circulation of a national
daily difficult, and only a few of the great journals rise above
a regional or provincial tone in their discussions. There is
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